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Instrumentation

Written at the 2015 Palomar Film Music Workshop as an exercise in film scoring, 
Portrait Room is composed to underscore a brief scene from The Contender, a film 
written and directed by Rod Lurie. During the compositional process, I worked 
extensively under the tutelage of renowned hollywood film composer Larry Groupé 
who wrote the actual score for the Oscar-nominated film. In this workshop, 
participants (myself included) were presented with clips from various films/shows 
with the music removed. From there, we had to compose our own underscoring with 
nothing but the visual elements and dialogue, just like the actual composers did. Any 
scene we chose to score was required to be from a film/show we had never seen 
before so that each composition would be completely original.

The scene for which this composition is written takes place in the portrait room of the 
White House, where a young politician named Reginald Webster (portrayed by 
Christian Slater) waits anxiously for his meeting with the President of the United 
States (portrayed by Jeff Bridges). During this brief scene, young Webster finds 
himself staring at portraits of the many presidents who have served in office 
throughout the nation's history. The music is meant to capture his inner emotions, 
giving a glimpse into what he may be feeling in these moments leading up to his first 
meeting with the leader the free world.
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Performance Time: 1:07
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An exercise in film scoring for the
'portrait room' scene from The Contender. 

Concert Score

(Synth Strings)
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