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Background Information & Programming Notes

A large portion of U.S. citizens fall under the category of third-and-higher generation, 
meaning that both themselves and their parents were born in the U.S., and either their 
grandparents or previous ancestors were the first members of their family who immigrated to 
the country. Because of this, it is quite common for third-and-higher generation Americans to 
feel a disconnect from many of the values, traditions, and meanings of their heritage as they 
are slowly lost over time with each generation that passes. In Celtic Heritage Suite, the 
composer attempts to reconnect with his roots, drawing inspiration from his life and 
experiences as a person living in the United States whose ancestry can be traced back to a 
variety of Celtic nations.

This particular movement, Sunset, is a musical painting of the sunset on the sea as seen from 
the Cliffs of Moher, located at at the southwestern edge of the Burren region in County Clare, 
Ireland, which the composer has only seen in pictures but has spent a lifetime imagining. 
Although the movement is meant to be played as part of the entire suite, it also makes for a 
great selection on its own, albeit brief, as beautiful and lyrical addition to any concert.

Historical Influences & Cultural Perspective

Celtic Heritage Suite is a piece for modern orchestra that draws on many historical influences 
and cultural perspectives. Although much of the musical content is based on traditional 
Celtic music, particularly that of Ireland and Scotland, it is also heavily based on the many 
interpretations of Celtic music found in the United States, including Hollywood movies and 
film scores written by composers spanning various cultures. Just like the composer, the score 
is not entirely Celtic. It is an interpretation of what it means to be Celtic.
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